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In Society, July * 1793: 


NxsokvykE b, That the Thanks of tus 
Society be returned to the Rev. Mr. SAMUEL 
M1LLER,for has elegant and patriotic Diſcourſe, 
delivered by kim, before the Society, this Da y. 


ORDERED, That Brothers Rodgers, Mit- 
chell, and Ker, be a Committee to wait on Mr. 
M1LLER, for this Purpoſe, and to requeſt a 
Copy for the Prefs. 

A true Copy from the Minutes, 
BENJAMIN STRONG, Secretary. 


TORE — — ————⏑— — — — 


TO THE 
TAMMANY SOCIETY, 


OR 


7 


COLUMBIAN ORDE R— 


WHOSE PRINCIPLES Or ASSOCIATION 
MERIT THE HIGHEST APPLAUSE— 
AND WHOSE PATRIOTIC EXERTIONS 
DEMAND THE WARMEST GRATITUDE bl 


OF EVERY AMERICAN — 
Turs 8 E R M O N, 


Delivered and publiſhed at their Requeſt, 
1s reſpefifully dedicated, 
By their Fellow-Citizen, 


TBZ AUTHOR. 


„ 


— 


ADV ERTISEME Nr. 
TE following Diſcourſe it publiſhed, almoſt verbatim, as it was 
delivered, excepting the addition of the Notes, It was compoſed 
on very flort Notice—amidfl many prefing Avocations—and, conſe- 
quently, in great Haſte. Theſe Circumſtances, together with the 
want of Abilities and Exderithee in the fut hor, muſt apologize for 
its indigeſted and defeftive Appearance. 
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CHRISTIANITY 


. 


GRAND SOURCE, AND THE SUREST BASIS, 
oO F 


POLITICAL LIBERTY: 
AS BE -R NN. 


I. CORINTHIANS, iii. 17. 


—AND WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD 
IS, THERE Is LIBERTY. 


P contemplating national advantages, and 
national happineſs, numerous are the ob- 
jets which preſent themſelves to a wiſe and 
reflecting patriot. While he remembers the 
paſt, with thankfulneſs and triumph ; and 
while he looks forward, with glowing anti- 
cipation, to future glories, he will by no 
means forget toenquireintothe ſecret ſprings, 
which had an active influence in the former, 
and which, there is reaſon to believe, will 
be equally connected with the latter. 


THEsE ideas naturally ariſe, in the mind 
of every American citizen, eſpecially on this 


| 8 CursTIANITY THE SOURCE or 


Anniverſary of our country's natal hour. 
While we review, with gratitude and exul- 
tation, the various ſteps which have paved 
the way for our political advancement, we 

| are obvioully led to ſearch for the happy 
| principles, which laid at the foundation of 
| thele—And while we ſuffer fancy to draw 
| aſide, for a moment, the veil which covers 

| ſuturity, and to diſeloſe its bright ſcenes, we 

| cannot overlook the ſame objects, on the 

| extenſion and farther influence of which, we 
1 | are to build our hopes. 


5 We have convened, indeed, principally 
| to celebrate the completion of another year 
of freedom to our. weſtern world. We are 
to keep this de as a memorial oſ the time 
which gave riſe to the precious privileges 
de enjoy, as a ſovereign and independent 
0 people. It may, therefore, be imagined, 
Tehatouronlyf proper employment, on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, is, to take a retroſpect of the 
| intereſting ſcenes, which that glorious æra 
preſented. to the mind, and to recount the 
noble atchievements, which, under the di- 
rection of infinite wiſdom, laid the ſounda- 
tion of our proſperity and happineſs. But 


. — — TOE no. 
* * : 
* ; 


1 YT oe et WM 


. PoLiTiCAL LiBERTY. e213 89 


* 


. ſhould our chief attention be.direRted 
toward theſe objects ꝰ They are objects, in- 
deed; upon which to gaze, delights and ele- 
vates the patriotic mind. They are objects, 
which, to loſe ſight of, is to forſeit the cha- 
racter of a faichful citizen. But, at the ſame 
time, they are objects too familiar to all pre- 
ſent to need the formality of repetition. I 
addreſs many of thoſe who were near wit- 


neſſes of theſe ſtupendous tranſations ; "and 


not a lew who were agents in the important 
work: - Whoſe hearts burn within them, at 
the recollection of events, which the world 
beheld with amazement : and who vier 
with tranſport, the political greatneſs which 


theſe events were the' means of uſhering 1 in, 


and eſtabliſhing i in our country. 


I an audience of chis deſcription, then, 

where is the neceſſity of my treſpaſſing on 
your patience, by a bare recital of whatis ſo 
well known, and ſo feelingly remembered? 
Where is the need of my attempting, with 
minute care, to call up to your view, the 
patriotic and wiſe management of our coun- 
ſels, in thoſe trying times—the fortitude and 


enthuſiaſtic ardor of our heroes—the ſplen- 
1 * 


4 

. 
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dor of our conqueſts—or the dignity and 
glory to which we are exalted by the ſu- 
preme Arbiter of nations ? Rather let us 
turn our attention to the grand Source, from 
which we are to expect the long continu- 
ance, and the happy increaſc of theſe inva- 
luable gifts of heaven. 


And to this choice of a ſubje& I am alſo 
led by the recollection, that the reſpectable 
Socikrv to which this diſcourſe is, in a par- 
ticular manner, addreſſed, hold up, as the 
great object of their attention, every ching 
that may tend to promote the progreſs of ci- 
vil liberty, and to tranſmit it, pure and un- 
defiled, to the lateſt poſterity. They profeſs 
to ſtand as guardians over thoſe ineſtimable 
rights and privileges, which have been ſo 
dearly purchaſed, and, in general, to ſeek, in 
every form, the advantage of their country, 
To an aſſociation eſtabliſhed upon fuch lau- 
dable principles, nothing that is included in 
theſe great outlines of their ſyſtem, can be 
conſidered either as foreign to their plan, or 
beneath their attention. Nothing can be 


-conlidered entirely inapplicable to their de- 


ſigns, in celebrating this auſpicious day, that 


r th tht 
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is, in any degree, connefted with the promo. 


tion of public dignity and happineſs. 

Ix is under this impreſſion, my fellow ei- 
tizens, that I propoſe, on the preſent occaſi- 
on, to offer you a few general remarks on 
the important influence of the Chriſtian re- 


ligion in promoting political freedom. And, 


as the foundation of theſe remarks, I have 
choſen the words which have juſt been read 
in your hearing. 


I am well aware, that theſe words, taken 


in their proper ſenſe, have a principal refer 
ence to liberty of a different kind from that 


to which I would accommodate. and apply 
them. They refer to that glorious dehver- 


ance from the power, and the ignoble chains 


of ſin and ſatan, which is effected by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord, in every ſoul, in which his 
ſpecial and ſaving influences are found. 
They point out, alſo, that releaſe from the 
bondage of the legal adminiſtration, which 
the goſpel affords to all who receive it in 
ſincerity and truth. But, as I am perſuaded 


the propoſition contained in our text is 


equally true, whether we underſtand: it as 


* 
—— ae WW — —_— - 
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ſpeakivg of ſpiritual or political liberty; we 
may ſafely apply jt to the latter, without in- 


curring the charge of unnatural perverſion. 


Tux ſentiment; then, which Iſhall deduce 
from the text, and to illuſtrate and urge 
which, ſhall be the principal object of the 
preſent diſcourſe, is, That the general pre- 


valence of real Chriſtianity, in any govern- 
ment, has a direct and immediate tendency to 


promote, and to confirmtherein, political liberty. 


Tuls important truth may be eſtabliſhed, 
both by attending to the nature of this re- 
ligion, in an abſtract view; and by advert- 


ing to fact, and the ex perimental teſtimony 


with which we are furniſhed by hiſtory. 


Tur the corrupt paſſions and che vices 
of men, have, in all ages of the world, been 
the grand ſource and ſupport of tyranny, 
and of every ſpecies of political and domeſ- 
tic oppreſſion, 1 is a truth too well known, and 
too generally admitted, to require formal 
proof, on the preſent occaſion. A mo- 
ments reflection on the nature of tyranny, 
and of thoſe difpoſitions in the conſtituent 
members of ſociety; which lead to its origin 


J 


POLITICAL LIBERTY. * 13 


and advancement! is ſufficient to convince 
every unprejudiced mind, that human de- 
pravity is the life and the ſoul of ſlavery. 
What was it that firſt raiſed this monſter from 
che infernal regions, and gave him a dwel- 


ling among men, but 1gnorance, on the one 
hand, and on theother, ambition and pride? 


"Theſe his complotters and aſſociates, pro- 


ceeding in a ſtate of indiſſoluble connection, 


have always held up his deformed head, and 


wielded his iron rod. Together they have 
invariably come into being together they 


have lived and flouriſhed—and into one 


common grave have they ſunk at laſt. 


Tus truth is, that political liberty does 
not reſt, ſolely, on the form of government, 
under whicha nation may happen to live. It 
does not conſiſt, altogether, in the arrange- 
ment or in the balance of power; nor even 


in the rights and privileges which the con- 
ſtitution offers to every citizen. Theſe in- 


deed, muſt be acknovledged to have a con- 
ſiderable effect in its promotion or decline. 


But we ſhall find, on a cloſe inſpection, that 


ſomething elſe is of equal, if not of greater 


1 
\ 
} 
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importance. Caſes may eaſily be conceived, 


| where, without a ſingle material or glaring 
_ deficiency in any of theſe, true and deſira- 


ble liberty may be almoſt unknown : and, 
on the other hand, where, under the moſt 


— — 


wretched organization of government, the 


ſubſtance of freedom may exiſt and flouriſh. 
Human laws are too imperfect, in them- 
ſelves, to ſecure completely this ineſtimable 
bleſſing. It muſt have its ſeat in the hearts 
and diſpoſitions of thoſe individuals which 
compoſe the body politic; and it is with 
the hearts and diſpoſitions of men that 


_ Chriſtianity is converſant. When, there- 


fore, that heryect law of liberty, which this ho- 


ly religion includes, prevails and governs in 


the minds of all, their freedom reſts upon 
a baſis more ſolid and immoveable, than hu- 
man wiſdom can deviſe. For the obvious 
tendency of this divine ſyſtem, in all its 
parts, is, in the language of its great Author, 
to bring deliverance to the captives, and the 
opening of the priſon to them that are bound; 


to undo the heavy burthens ; to let the op- 


preſſed go free ; and to break every yoke. But 
to be more particular— 


N 
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Tus N of real Chriſtianity, tends 
to promote the principles and the love of 
political freedom, by the doctrines which it 
teaches, concerning the human character, 
and the unalienable rights of mankind ; 
and by the virtues which it inculcates, and 
leads its votaries to practice. Let us take 
a haſty view of each of theſe— 


Can oppreſſion and ſlavery prevail among 
any people who properly underſtand, and 
are ſuitably impreſſed with, thoſe great Gol- 
pel truths, that all men are, by nature, 
equal—children of the ſame common Father 
dependent upon the ſame mighty power, 
and candidates for the fame glorious im- 
mortality? Muſt not deſpotiſm hide his 
head in thoſe regions, where the relations 
of man to man are diſtinctly realized 
where citizens, of every rank, are conſider- 
ed as a band of brethren, and where the 
haughty pretenſions of family and blood, 
are viewed in all their native abſurdity, and 
in thoſe odious colours in which this ſub- 
lime ſyſtem repreſents them ? In ſhort, muſt 
not every ſentiment, favorable to ſlavery, 
be forever baniſhed from a nation, in which, 


4s rr — — we > * 
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by means of the benign light of the glori- 
ous Sun of righteouſneſs, all the human 
race are viewed as ſubject to the ſame great 
laws, and amenable to the fame awſul tri- 
bunal, in the end. 


CHRISTIANITY, an the one hand, teaches 
thoſe, who are raiſed to places of authority, 
that they are not intrinſically greater than 
thoſe whom they govern ; and that all the 
rational and juſtifiable power with which 
they are 1nvelted, flows from the people, and 
is dependent on their ſovereign pleaſure.— 
There is a love of dominion natural to every 
human creature; and in thoſe who are deſ- 
titute of religion, this temper is apt to reign 
uncontrouled. Hence experience has al- 
ways teſtified, that rulers, left to themſelves, 
are prone to imagine, that they are a ſupe- 
rior order of beings, to obey whom, the 
ignoble multitude was made, and that their 
aggrandizement is the principal deſign of 
the ſocial compact. But the religion of the 
Goſpel, rightly underſtood, and cordially 
embraced, utterly diſclaims ſuch unworthy. 
ſentiments, and baniſhes them with abhor- 
rence irom the mind.. It contemplates the 
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happineſs of the community, as the prima- 
ry object of all political aſſociations And 
it teaches thoſe, who are placed at the helm 
of government, to remember, that they are 
called to preſide over equals and friends, 
whole belt intereſt, and not the demands of 


ſelfiſnneſs, is to be the object of their firſt 
and highelt care. 


On the other hand, Chriſtianity, wherever 
it exerts its native influence, leads every 
citizen to reverence himſelf to cheriſh a 
free and manly ſpirit to think with bold- 
neſs and energy to form his principles up- 
on fair enquiry, and to reſign neither his 
conſcience nor his perſon to the capricious 
will of men. It teaches, and it creates in 
the mind, a noble contempt for that abject 
ſubmiſſion to the encroachments of deſpo- 
tiſm, to which the ignorant and the unprin- 
cipled readily yield. It forbids us to call, 
or to acknowledge, any one maſter upon 
earth, knowing that we have a Maſter in 
Heaven, to whom both rulers, and thoſe 
whom they govern,are equally accountable. 
In a word, Chriſtianity, by illuminating 


the minds of men, leads them to conſider 
| C 
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themſelves, as they really are, all co-ordinate 
terreſtrial princes, ſtripped, indeed, of the 
empty pageantry and title, but retaining the 


ſubſtance of dignity and power. Under the. 


influence of this illumination, how natural 
to diſdain the ſhackles of oppreſſion to 
take the alarm at every attempt to trample 
on their juſt rights; and to pull down, with 
indignation, from the ſeat of authority, every 


bold invader! 


Bur again The prevalence ol Chriſti- 


anity promotes the principles and the love 


of political freedom, not only by the know- 
ledge which it affords of the human charac- 
ter, and of the unalienable rights of man- 
kind, but alſo by the duties which it incul- 
cates, and leads its votaries to diſcharge. 


Tux fruits of the ſpirit are, juſtice, love, 
gentlenels, meekneſs, and temperance : Or, 
in other words, theſe are among the diſtin- 
guiſhed graces-and duties, which the Chriſ- 
tian ſyſtem not only commands us conſtant- 
ly to regard, but which it creates in the 
mind, and which are found to prevail, ina 
greater or ſmaller degree, in all who ſincere- 
ly adopt it. Now thele are unqueſtionably 


— — — 
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the grand ſupports of pure and undefiled 
Liberty They ſtand equally oppoſed to the 
chains of tyranny, and to the licentiouſneſs 
of anarchy. |; 


Ir is a truth denied by few, at the preſent 
day, that political and domeſtic ſlavery are 
inconſiſtent with juſttce, and that theſe muſt 
neceſlarily wage eternal war—So that, 
wherever the latter exiſts in perfection, the 
former muſt fly before her, or fall proſtrate . 
at her feet. What, then, would be the hap- 
py conſequence, if that golden rule of our 
holy religion, which enjoins, that we ſhould 
do unto all men whatever we would wiſh 
that they ſhould do unto us, were univerſal- 
ly received and adopted? We ſhould hear 
no more of rulers plundering their fellow 
citizens of a ſingle right; nor of the peo- 
ple reſuſing that obedience to equitable 
laws, which the public good requires. We 
ſhould ſee no oppreſſor claiming from his 
equals, a ſubjection which they did not owe; 
nor ſhould we ſee the latter lifting up their 
lawleſs hands, to reſent the reaſonable re- 


quiſitions of an authority conſtituted by _ 


themſelves, In ſhort, were this principle 


— 
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univerſally to predominate, we ſhould ſee 
nothing, on the one fide, but demands 
founded on a ſincere regard to the general 
intereſt ; and, on the other, that ready com- 


pliance, which promotes the peace and ha p- 
pineſs of ſociety. 


No leſs extenſively beneficial in its effects 
on civil liberty, is that pure and refined be- 
nevolence, which the Chriſtian ſyſtem incul- 
cates, and eſtabliſhes in the minds of thoſe 
who are under its government. Though 
the conſtitution of a country be ever ſo de- 
fective; yet if every rank of citizens be 
under the habitual influence of that uni- 
verſal charity and good will, which is one 
of the diſtinguiſhed glories of our holy reli- 
gion, there will freedom ſubſtantially flou- 
rſh. To ſuppoſe that oppreſſion, with the 
numerous hell-born woes, which follow in 
his train, can be cheriſhed in regions, where 
the mild Spirit of benevolence and love 
reigns, 1s to ſuppoſe that the moſt diſcor- 


dant principles are capable of uniting ; that 
demons of darkneſs, and angels of light 


can dwell together in harmony.—Impol- 
ſible ! Wherever that heavenly temper is 


found, which, like the Deity himſelf, de- 


PoL1tTiICAL LIBERTY. a. 


lights in ſhowering down bleſſings, both on 
enemies and friends; there will the unal:- 
enable rights of men be acknowledged, and 


every infringement of them will be viewed 
with abhorrence.“ 


Nor let us omit to take notice of the pe- 
culiar temperance and moderation, which the 
Goſpel ſyſtemenjoins. Theſe are of no leſs 
importance, with reſpett to their influence 
on political happineſs, in general, and eſpe- 
cially as they affect the intereſt of civil li- 
berty. It is an obſervation as old as the 
ſact upon which it is ſounded, that nothing 
more certainly tends, to ſubvert the princi 
ples of freedom, and abate a laudable en- 
thuſiaſm for republican equality, than a de- 


* Here it will, perhaps, be ol jected, that however juſt theſe remarks 
may appear in theory, yet their force is not a little weakened, by ad- 
verting to the numerous perſecutions and wars, to which Chriſtianity 
has given riſe,— Cut let it be remembered, that Ch iſtianity has been 
more frequently the mere pretext, than the true motive, of thoſe mul- 
tiplied acts of cruelty and intol rance, which ſully the pages of Riſto- 
Ty. Generally have the offspring of ambition, revenge, or ſome 
equally corrupt principle, been attributed to religion, and ſuppoſed to 
have nothing elſe for their origin. Put admitting for a moment, that 
Chiriſtiaunity has in reality, b:en the cauſe of much miſchief of this 
kind; yet it was Chriſtianity ſhamefully miſunderſtood, and impiouſly 
perverted. It was not the pure and benevolent ſyſtem of the Goſpel, 
but Find z:al and mad fanaticiſn. 
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parture from that ſimplicity of manners, and 
that prevailing moderation, which our reli- 
gion inculcates and promotes. Ever ſince 
the eſtabliſhment of civil ſociety, the words 
of the Roman Poet, when ſpeak ing of his 
own country, have been applicable to molt 


great empires 


— — — — — Sævior armis 
Tuæuria incubuit, victumque ulciſitur orbem. 
Juv. 
Bor for this evil, chere is no preven- 
tive that promiſes ſo much ſucceſs, no cure 
ſo effectual, as that which is here preſented. 
Chriſtianity, - more powerſul than human 
ſtrength, and more efficacious than human 
law, regulates the paſſions, and roots out the 
corruptions of men. It not only tames the 
ſavage breaſt, and gives a deadly blow to 
barbarity of manners ; but alſo tends to 
quench every extravagant thirſt for power; 
to beat down every high thought, that exalt- 
eth itſelf againſt the general good ; and to 
render men contented with thoſe rights 
which the God of nature gave them. While 
theſe diſpoſitions prevail, ſlavery muſt fland 
at an awful diſtance, bound in chains, and 


A 
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Liberty, fair eu yater of the ſkies ! 
Walk in majeſtic ſplendor o'er the land, 
Breathing her joys around 


Havins thus contemplated, in an abſtract 
view, the native tendency of the Chriſtian 
religion, to promote civil liberty; let us now 
take our ſtand with Hiſtory, that miſtreſs of 
wiſdom, and friend of virtue, who from her 
exalted ſtation, cauſes human events to paſs 
in review, betore her impartial tribunal. 


Wurd we compare thoſe nations, in 
which Chriſtianity was unknown, with thoſe 
which have been happily favored with the 
light of ſpiritual day, we find ample reaſon 
to juſtify the remarks which have been 
made. It may be aſſerted, with few excep- 
tions, that there never was a regularly orga- 
nized government, ſince the foundation of 
the world, where the true religion was not 
received, in which political ſlavery did not 
hold a gloomy reign, It has been general- 


* To relate the enormities of deſpotiſin, and the conſequent degra. 
dation and wretchedneſs to which human nature has been reduced, 


in many parts of the globe, would be equally ſhocking and incredible 
to an American ear. How muſt the lives and fortunes of men have 
been trampled upon, among the Mexicans, when, at the dedication 
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ly found, indeed, that in proportion as the 
taint glimmerings of the light of nature, 
with which Pagan nations were favored, ga- 


thered ſtrength, and grew in brightneſs, in 


the ſame proportion has ſomething like ſo- 
cial freedom been promoted and extended. 
But theſe glimmerings have {till proved in- 
adequate to the deſirable purpoſe, of im- 
parting to their liberty a conſiſtent and per- 
manent character.“ As examples of this 
truth, you will readily recur to the African 
and Aſiatic kingdoms, not excepting {ome 
in other quarters of the globe. 


On the other hand, 1t may be obſerved, 
with equal confidence, and with fewer ex- 
ceptions, that there never was a government, 
in which the knowledge of pure and unde- 
filed Chriſtianity prevailed, in which, at the 
ſame time, deſpotiſm held his throne with- 


of their great temple, we are told they had 60 or 70,000 human ſa- 
crifices ; and that the uſual amount of them, annually, was about 


20,000 ! See Clavigero's Hiſtory of Mexico. vol. I. page 281, 


* The republics of Greece and Rome muſſ be acknowledged, in ſome 
degree, exceptions to this general remark, But even among them, 
numerous were the inſtances in which the aſpeR of their political af- 


| ſairs bore teflumony to their ſad want of Chriſtian knowledge. 


* 
fl 
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out controul.* It is true indeed, that in the - 
Chriſtian world, during thoſe centuries 
wherein grofs ſuperſtition reigned, and the 
truth was buried in darkneſs, ſlavery reared 
his head, and ſcattered his poiſon among 
men. It is true, that then, the cloud of op- 
preſſion ſat thick and deep over the nations, 
and the world was threatened with a relapſe _ 
into ancient barbarity. But when, at the 
auſpicious æra of the reformation, the great 
ſource of day roſe again upon the benight- {| 
ed world ; when the true knowledge of the | 
Lord revived, the truth ſpeedily made men 
free. When, in this ſplendid and glorious 
light, they began to ſee what they were, and | 
what they ought to be; they delayed not to 
caſt off their chains, and to aſſert their rights, | I 
with dignity and independence. This is the 
light, which ever ſince thoſe days, has been 
gradually undermining the throne of tyran- 
ry in Europe. This is the light, which, ga- 
* © Chriſtianity, ſays Baron Monteſquieu, has prevented deſpot- 
iſm from being eftablifhed in Ethiopia, notwithſtanding the heat of 


the climate, the largenefs of the empire, and its ſituation in the miſt 
of African deſpetic ftates,” 


+ One of the bittereſt enemies of Chriſtianity, Mr. Hume, obſerves, 
that * the precious ſparks of liberty were kindled and preſerved by 
| D 
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thering ſtrength and refinement, by its paſ- 
ſage over the mighty deep, hath kindled a 
flame in this weſtern world, which, we truſt, 
will continue to blaze, with encreaſing 


brightneſs, while the Sun and Moon ſhall 


endure. 


No is it political ſlavery alone, that yields 
to the mild and benign Spirit of Chriſtianity. 
Experience has ſhewn, that domeſtic ſlave- 
ry alſo flies before her, unable to ſtand the 
teſt of her pure and holy tribunal. After 
the introduction of this religion into the Ro- 
man empire, every law that was made, relat- 
the Puritans in England ; = that, tothis ſe, whoſe principles 45. 

ear ſo frivolous, and whoſe habits ſo ridiculous, the Engliſh owe the 
whole freedom of their conſtitution. The unfounded and malicious 


refleftion which this paſſage contains, deſerves no comment. The 
conceſſion is worthy of notice, as it is the conceſſion of an adverſary, 


1: may alſo be mentioned, in this place, that out of the 17 provinces 
of the Low Countries, which groaned under the tyranny of Philip II. 
only the 7, now called the United Provinces, which admitted and 


eftablifhed the principles of the reformation, ſucceeded in their attempis 


to throw off the Spaniſh yoke. The reſt, indeed, made a faint effort 
to. gain their liberty, but failed ; and are not, to this day, a free 
people. A remarkable teſtimony, that Chriſtianity can only be ex- 
pefted to exert her native influence, and produce the happieſt effeAs, 
when ſhe appears in her beautiful ſimplicity, ſtripped of that gaudy 
and deforming attire, with which corrupt and ambitious men have 


ever been diſpoſed to clothe her, 
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ing to ſlaves, was in their favor, abating the 
rigors of ſervitude, until, at laſt, all the ſub- | 
jects of the empire were reckoned equally 11} 
free.“ 1 


HuMaNITy, indeed, is {till left to deplore 
the continuance of domeſtic ſlavery, in coun- 
tries bleſt with Chriſtian knowledge, and po- - ⁊w | 
litical freedom. The American patriot muſt | 
heave an involuntary ſigh,at the recollection, 
that, even in theſe happy and ſingularly fa- 
vored republics, this offspring of infernal 
malice, and parent of human debaſement, is 
yet ſuffered to reſide. Alas, that we ſhould 
ſo ſoon forget the principles, upon which 
our wonderful revolution was founded 


A 
» 
— — o 


* When Pope Gregory the great, who flouriſhed toward the end 
p of: the 6th century, gave liberty to ſome of his ſlaves, he offered this 
| reaſon for it * Cum Redemptor noſter, totius Conditor na- | 
q ture, ad hoc propitiatus, humanam carnem volueret aſſumere, ut } 
1 divint/atis ſuæ gratia, dirempto (quo tenebamur captivi vinculo, 
5 

t 


priſtine nos reſtitueret libertati : ſalubriter agitur, fi homines, quos 
ab initio liberos natura protulit, et jus gentium jugo ſubſtituit ſervi- 
1 tutis, in ed, qud nati fuerant, manumittentis benefitio, libertati red- 
k dantur,” Gregor: Magn : ap. Potgieſs : lib. iv. c. 1. ſect. 3. 
5 What a triumph is here exhibited, of Chriſtian principles, over the 
y ſordid diflates of pride and felfiſhmeſs ! Would to God we could 


e more frequently hear this language, and ſee correſponding practice, 
in Clriſti ans of the preſent day ! 
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But, to the glory of our holy religion, and to 
the honor of many benevolent minds, this 
monſter has received a fatal blow, and will 
ſoon, we hope, fall expiring to the ground. 
Already does he tremble, as if his deſtruction 
were at hand. With pleaſure do we behold 
many evident preſages of the approaching 
period, when Chriſtianity ſhall extend her 
ſceptre of benevolence and love over every 
part of this growing empire—when oppreſ- 
ſion ſhall not only be ſoftened of his rigours ; 


but ſhall take his flight forever from our 
land. : 


THrar happier times, and a more exten- 
five prevalence of liberty, are not far diſtant, 
there are numerous reaſons to believe.—If 
ſo ſignal and glorious has been the influence 
of Chriſtianity, in promoting political and 
domeſtic freedom, notwithſtanding her re- 
ſtrained and narrow operation among men, 
what may we not expect, when her domini- 
on {hall become. univerſal ? If fuch have 
been her trophies, amidſt ſo much oppoſi- 
tion, and the continual ſtruggles of contra- 
ry principles, what may we not indulge the 


hope of ſeeing, when her empire ſhall be so- 
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extenſive with terreſtrial inhabitants—when 


the knowledge of the Lord ſhall cover the earth, 
as the waters cover the depths of the ſea ? 


THEN, may we not conclude, that univer- 
ſal harmony and love, and as the neceſſary 
conſequence of theſe, univerſal liberty, ſhall 
prevail? Then, may ve not confidently 
hope, that oppreſſion ſhall be as much ab- 
horred, and as much unknown, as freedom 
js, at preſent, in many parts of the globe ® | 
'That the name of man, of whatever nation, | 
or kindred, or people, or tongue, ſhall then 1 
be the ſignal of brotherly affection: When 
the whole human race, uniting as a band of | | 
brethren, ſhall know no other wiſhes, than | | 


to promote their common happineſs, and to 
glorify their common God: When there ö 
ſhall be nothing to hurt nor deſtroy in all tie 
holy mountain of God—when the deſart ſhall || | 
rejoice, and bloſſom as the roſe ; and when the | 
kingdoms of thts world, ſhall become the king- | 
doms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt ? | 


IMAGINE not, my fellow citizens, that 
theſe are the flights ofa vain and diſordered 
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fancy, The ſacred: volume teaches us to 


comfort one another with theſe words, and to 
triumph in the glorious proſpect. The Au- 
thor of truth himſelf, bids us look forward, 
with joy and gladneſs, to———— 

The bleſt Immanuel's gentle reign ;”— 


when, from the riſing of the Sun, to the going 


down thereof, has name ſhall have free courſe 
and be glorified. 


To the introduction of theſe happy days, 
it ſeems as if the preſenttime afforded many 
hopeful preludes. Can we turn our eyes to 


the European ſtates and kingdoms—can we 


behold their convulſive ſtruggles, without 
conſidering them as all tending to haſten this 
heavenly zra? Eſpecially, can we view the 
intereſting ſituation of our AFFECTIONATE 


ALLIES, without indulging the delightful 


hope, that the ſparks, which are there ſeen 


riſing toward heaven, though in tumultuous 
confuſion; ſhall ſoon be the means of kind- 
ling a general flame, which ſhall illuminate 
the darkeſt and remoteſt corners of the earth, 
and pour upon them the effulgence of ten- 
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Tus ſplendor of their proſpetts is, indeed, 
not altogether unclouded. But, we truſt, 
that every difficulty and diſorder will ſpeed- 
ily vaniſh, and give place to harmony, and 
elfieient government. We truſt, that He 


who rides in the whirlwind, and diredts the 


ſtorm, will wield their fierce democracy with 
his mighty arm—huſh the rude noiſe of war 
in their borders—breathe propitious upon 
their counſels - and, in the end, crown their 
exertions with abundant ſuccefs.— 


Tux glorious ſtructure, which this once 
oppreſſed people are employed in erecting, 
has been aſſailed by numerous malignant 


foes. Black, and awfully threatning clouds 


have hung over it the rains have deſceng- 


ed - the floods have poured forth the winds 


have blown—they have all beat violently _ 


upon it; but, as if founded upon a rock, it 


has yet ſtood. And we hope it will ſtand. 
We hope that, bidding calm defiance to the 


fury of every tempeſt, it will continue to riſe 
with increaſing greatneſs, until time ſhall be 
no more. Ceale, then! ye ſhortſighted ſons 
of ambition, who would oppoſe this impor- 
tant work; ye who delight in oppreſſion, 
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and who feed on the miſeries and debaſe- 
ment of men; ceaſe to imagine, that by 


your feeble arm, you ſhall be able to with- 
ſtand the Mighty One of Iſrael ! —Remem- 
ber, that if this cauſe be of the Lord, you 
cannot overcome it; and if, haply, you be 
found fighting againſt God, your labors, like 
thoſe of the unhappy ſufferer of old, will 


but revert upon your own heads. 


Let the haughty kings of the earth, then, ſet 
{hemſelves, and the rulers take counſel together, 
againſt the Lord, and againſt the work of his 
hands; — Ile that fitteth in the heavens will 
laugh—the Lord will have them in deriſuon. 
If this wonderful Revolution be, as we truſt, 
a great link in the chain, that is drawing on 
the reign of univerſal harmony and peace ; 
if it be occaſioned by chriſtian principles, 
and be deſigned to pave the way for their 
complete eſtabliſhment, however it may ap- 
pear to be ſullied by irreligion and vice,“ it 


is the cauſe of God, and willat laſt prevail. 


* The Author is well aware, that, in ofexing his ſentiments, thus 
freely, on the French Revolution, he ftands upon controverted ground. 
It would, therefore, ill become his inexperience, and more particu- 
larly his profeſſion, to enter into the details, or the warmth of 
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Having thus commented, in a general 
manner, on ſome of the leading objects, 


this argument. He cannot helþ thinking, however, that the great 
pillars of this Revolution reft upon thoſe natural rights of men, 
which are aſſumed by the beſt writers on government ; and upon 


thoſe fundamental principles of religion which the Author of, our na- 
tures has revealed. 


Ie is objected to this revolution, that it has been flained by vio- 
lence and inkumanity of the moſt attrocious and unneceſſary kind, 
Wherever a life has been wantonly deſtroyed, or other ſeverities un- 
neceſſarily inflifded, no one ſhould withhold his cenſure. But fhall 
we make no diſlinction between the crimes of an enraged multitude, 
and the deciſions of conſtituted authorities? or, between the preci - 
titancy of a popular aſſembly, at the criſis of a ſtruggle, and the 
deliberations of ſettled government ? When a nation, fo long diftreſ- 


fed, lifts her avenging arm, and breaks her chains on the heads of 


her oppreſſors ; when a people make a violent effort, to overturn the 
mountains of deſpotiſm under which they are buried, can we expect 


perfect wiſdom, prudence, and moderation to guide all their exæerti- 
ons ? While man remains ſuch a creature as he ts, this would be a 
miracle indeed | 


But it will be further aſked---Why, fince- the great object of this 
diſcourſe is to eſtabliſh a natural connection between chriſtianity and 
political liberty; why, in France, amidſt the prevalence of the latter, 
does the former app ar to be ſo little reſpecled and acknowl:dged, ef- 
pecially among the principal friends and promoters of the revolution ? 
Why do we not fee a remarkable attention to real religion, amidſt ſo 
many exertions to ſecurethe rights of men ? The anſwer is, that Chriſ- 
tianity, confidered as a ſyſtem of principles, in theory, may produce 
extenſive effefts, where its ſpecial and ſaving influence is extremely 

ſmall. Nay, every attentive obſerver of human affairs, has doubt- 
leſs diſcovered a ſecret but important operation of theſe principles, on 
minds actually deſping and * them. 1he one half of that 
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which preſented themſelves from the paſ- 


ſage of ſcripture which was choſen, the firſt 
emotions which naturally ariſe, both from 


the preceding remarks, and this intereſting 


occaſion, are thoſe of gratitude and of 
praiſe. Here, happily, our thankfulneſs as 


patriots, and our thankfulneſs as chriſtians, 


perfectly coincide, and are inſeparably con- 
nected together. 


LET us unite, then, in offering our grate- 
ful acknowledgments, to the Sovereign 


light, in which infidels boaſt, as the ſplendid reſult of reaſon alone, 
is, in fact, the light of revelation; and while they contemn its grand 
Source, they adopt and uſe it, in all their religious creeds, and in 
many of their daily actions. A ſmall extenfion of this thought, will, 
perhaps, when applied to the French nation, and to all fmilar caſes, 
go far toward ſolving the difficulty in queſtion—That people may 
be acting in the light of chriſtian principles, though they know u not, 
neither regard them. A deliverance from the darkneſs of ſuper ſtition, 
may have led them, at once, to caft off the chains of tyranny, and 


to renounce even the juſt reſtraints of real Chriſtianity. 


But, after all; is there not reaſon to hope, that many of the ac- 
counts which have been circulated in America, reſpecting the diſorder, 
vice, and contempt of all ſacred things, prevalent in France, are to- 
tally groundleſs ? Is it not poſſible, that there is much more regulari- 
ty, decorum, and real religion, in that ſtruggling Republic, than her 
neighboring enemies, ſo fond of miſrepreſentation and calumny, are 
willing to allow ? That many ſhameful inſtances of exaggeration 
have been detected is well known, 
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Diſpenſer of all bleſſings, that, while many 
nations are covered with the mantle of 
darkneſs and ſuperſtition ; and in conſe- 
quence of this, are groaning under the yoke 
of ſervitude; the Sun of righteouſneſs hath 
riſen upon us, with healing in his wings; 
and hath taught us, in a political view, to 
know, and to maintain our proper character. 
Let us bleſs his holy name, that, under the 
influence of this light, we have been led to 
aſſert the dignity of human nature - to throw 
off the chains of oppreſſion to think and 
act for ourſelves, and to acknowledge no 
other king than the King of the univerſe. 
Let us bleſs his name, that, under the gui- 
dance of the ſame light, we have been led to 
frame a conſtitution, which recognizes the 
natural and unalienable rights of men ; 
which renounces all limits to human liber- 
ty, but thoſe which neceſſity and wiſdom 
preſcribe ;. and whoſe great object ts, the 
general good. O give thanks unto the Lord! 
for he is good; for has mercy endureth for- 
ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord ſay ſo, 
whom he hath redeemed from the appreſſor, and 
delivered from all their deſtructions. O that 
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go 


men would praiſe the Lord, for his 1 


and for hus n works to the children of 
men / 


_ AGANN ; if it be a ſolemn truth, that the 


prevalence of Chriſtianity, has a natural and 
immediate tendency to promote political 
freedom, then, thoſe are the trueſt and the 
wileſt patriots, who ſtudy to enereaſe its in- 
fluence in ſociety. Hence it becomes ever 
American citizen to conſider this as the gre. * 
palladium of our liberty, demanding our 


firſt and higheſt care. 
Tut Lord hath done great things for us, 


whereof we are glad. Ihe lines are fallen un- 
to us in pleaſant places, yea, we have a good) 
heritage. We poſſeſs an extenſive, noble 


country. Fertility and bœauty vie with 


each other, .in favor of our eaſe, accom- 
modation, and delight. Every avenue to 
national importance, and the felicity of in- 
dividuals, is opened wide. Let it, en in 
addition to all theſe advantages, and to 
complete its glory, let it be Immanuel's land. 
This will refine, and inconceivably apprect- 
ate your freedom. This will render you at 
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once the pattern, and the vonder of the 
world. $ ; 
To each of you, then, my fellow ci- 
tizens, on this Anniverſary of our Inde- 
pendence, be the ſolemn addreſs made! Do 
you wiſh to ſtand faſt in that liberty, where- 
with the Governor of the univerſe hath made 
you free? Do you delire the encreaſing proſ- 
'perity of your country? Do you with to 
ſee the la reſpetted—good order preſerved, 
and univerſal peace to prevail ? Are you 
convinced, that purity of morals is neceſſary 
for theſe important purpoſes ? Do you be- 
heve, that the Chriſtian religion 1s the firm- 
eſt baſis of morality ? Fix its credit, then, 
by adopting it yourſelves, and ſpread its glo- 
ry by the luſtre of your example! And 
while you tell to your children, and to your 


children's children, the wonderful works of 


the Lord, and the great deliverance which 


he hath wrought out for us, teach them to 
remember the Author of theſe bleſſings, and 


they will know how to eſtimate their value. 


Teach them to acknowledge the God of | 


heaven as their King, and they will deſpiſe 
ſubmiſſion to earthly deſpots. Teach them 
to be Chriſtians, and they will ever be free! 
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AND O, THOU EXALTED SOURCE OF LI. 
'BERTY ! not only grant and ſecure. to us 
* POLITICAL FREEDOM ; but may we all, by 
i the effectual working of thy Mighty Power, 
| and through the mediation of Chriſt Jeſus, 
be brought into the GLOR1OUS LIBERTY OF 
THE SONS OF Gop; that when this world, 
and all that is therein, ſhall be burnt up, we 
| may become citizens of a better country, 
fl that is an heavenly. . 
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